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Christmas Sundowner 2015 

Put this in your diary.  The WAIS Sundowner for this year will be on Tuesday 8th 

December at 5.00 pm at Rosie O’Grady’s Irish Pub in Northbridge with drinks and 

finger food in the upstairs lounge.     

 

As last year, the Sundowner will be free to members with a small cover charge for 

partners and guests.  A notice was sent out to all members last Monday 23 

November.  Last year's sell-out event proved so popular we had to squeeze you all in, 

and then push the last few out the door at closing .  This year we have space for all. 

See you there. 

President’s Message 

In October, at our AGM, I was elected to the role of WAIS 

President.  This followed Brian Hill's two years of stable 

management through a faltering economy and where there is 

significant uncertainty in the direction and actions of SSSI.  I 

thank Brian for his valuable service and appreciate his 

remaining on the Committee.   

At the AGM, we also elected a full committee including some 

fresh blood to help us maintain a close connection to the 

expectations of our members.  The minutes of the AGM will be 

posted separately to members along with the Committee 

members and their contact details. 

The future of SSSI: 

Since our April newsletter, WAIS has remained active in its care & duty role for the 

survey profession in Western Australia.  In particular, following SSSI's unfortunate 

WA staffing issues and late decision to abandon its last CPD event for the year, WAIS 

has now delivered a successful event on short notice to 100 Surveyors, many who 

were short of the CPD points required for the year.  This is a good example of how 

WAIS is realising it’s stated of goal of providing a backstop to our profession. 

Unfortunately, there is increasing concern that SSSI is troubled.  This is evidenced by 

its centralisation of all finances and activities, limited transparency in its operations 

and reduction of staff across the country.  SSSI in Queensland has been split by the 

creation of a new state-focussed institution, the Queensland Spatial and Surveying 

Association.  As in WA, in NSW, Victoria and Tasmania there have been numerous 

http://qssa.com.au/
http://qssa.com.au/
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reports of issues raised by members that, unfortunately, have not being addressed 

appropriately.  SSSI's ongoing review of itself (see here) seems only to be focussed 

on itself as a business, and not on its true purpose, which is to extend and defend the 

profession's best interest without fear or favour from government, corporate or 

personal interests.  WAIS is particularly concerned at the proposed reduction of SSSI 

staff in the WA office, from 2 to 1, as this is a significant departure from the very 

successful model that has serviced WA members well over several decades.  The new 

delivery model and its impact have not yet been stated. 

DP Lodgement Changes: 

The cadastral environment is also is a state of flux: a new national Torrens title act is 

proposed along with a single national title registration system and proposals for a 

3-dimensional cadastre.  We need to work hard to engage with, and influence, these 

discussions.  As Surveyors, we provide clarity of professional insight and practice that 

we apply in our service to community in the face of parties seeking to increase 

complexity and technology when they rarely add real value, and may only increase 

the potential for error and litigation.  Colin Shipp, the Chair of the LSLB, highlights 

one of these areas, in DP Lodgement Changes, below.  The next newsletter may deal 

with the other issues. 

The new GDA: 

Reflecting our purpose to protect the interests of Surveyors, WAIS submitted a letter 

to the recent ANZLIC meeting that approved the plan by the Permanent Committee 

on Geodesy (PCG) to upgrade Australia's geodetic datums.  The development of this 

plan was without any meaningful engagement with the private survey sector and, if 

enacted as approved, is generally considered to likely cause much confusion and 

potential fragmentation of what is currently a very stable geodetic system here in 

WA.  Further, ICSM/PCG's complete lack of engagement with the development and 

engineering sectors, which is a major user of survey services, will likely be where the 

cost and pain will be greatest.   

The parallel presence of two gazetted Australian geodetic datums: one static (similar 

to GDA94); the other kinematic (similar to the ITRF) is fraught with problems for our 

clients, and by implication for the survey profession who will have to manage the 

downstream consequences.  Our letter of concern to ANZLIC is provided later in this 

newsletter.   

A simple review of the ICSM/PCG's plan and supporting material exposes a clear 

government-centric agenda supported by the currently influential GIS lobby and, 

quite frankly, there is little in the plan to demonstrate they possess any 

understanding of the real issues affecting the survey profession.  It therefore requires 

us to develop a clear and united position to minimise any negative consequences 

from the plan.  It is not understood why SSSI has not made any effort to engage with 

the profession on the subject, nor to understand and communicate, any concerns of 

its members to government.   

The future of WAIS: 

As we move towards 2016, it seems likely that some form of decision point is 

approaching for our profession.  WAIS believes all members should understand what 

they want, what they can reasonably expect, and how this should be managed 

through a formal institution.   

To this end, WAIS will be holding a strategy session early in 2016.  This will be to 

develop a draft contingency plan in the event that SSSI further reduces its services to 

http://www.sssi.org.au/newsdetails/905.html
http://www.anzlic.gov.au/
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WA Surveyors.  The meeting will be preceded by a survey of all members to 

understand the level of concern and expectations of our membership and to allow 

WAIS to develop an optimal set of alternatives to be presented for a vote.  This may 

likely include WAIS establishing a website through which we can communicate more 

effectively.   

I urge you to think about the form of representation you seek from your Institution.  

If you have any thoughts or opinions, please email me on abbey@iinet.net.au. 

Don Abbey 

President 

DP Lodgement Changes 

At the recent WAIS CPD night (12 November at Curtin), Landgate's transformation 

program, which will affect the DP lodgement process, was discussed.   

The principles of the new DP LODGEMENT process: 

 The Licensed Surveyor will be the source of cadastral data 

 The DP format will change from PDF to some form of CAD file 

 The lodged data will be retained in its original form 

 Marks in the ground will prevail over other data.  Coordinates may have a 

place in the hierarchy of evidence but will not become legal. 

Landgate’s transformation will be a significant change for Licensed Surveyors whose 

practices will change and require the Board to take on a greater leadership role. 

So where are we Surveyors going as the result of the changes at Landgate? 

1. Licensed Surveyors will be lodging DPs in some form of CAD output that has 

not yet been decided.  It will likely be a self-checking format, accompanied by 

the Regulation 54 certificate.  Surveyors will sign the Reg 54 certificate 

certifying that the plan is accurate and a correct representation of the survey 

or calculations and that it complies with the appropriate written laws.  

2. It is likely there will be minimal, if any, plan examination by Landgate.  While 

a Surveyor’s obligations will not change, what will change is that Landgate will 

not provide the quality control it has done for the last 100+ years.  

3. Some of the DP title block data may go into the lodged field graphic along with 

some evidence of the intention of the parties for the establishment of the 

boundary, for example, the client’s instructions or the WAPC approved plan for 

the subdivision.  This is to provide evidence of the intent of the parties 

involved in the creation of the new lots.  The new boundaries will be 'original' 

boundaries, not re-established boundaries, except of course for the surround.  

It is understood that the lodged data will be rendered into a derived product 

and that the lodged data cannot be on-sold by Landgate in its lodged form. 

4. The risk associated with a lodged DP is unlikely to be shared.  If later found to 

be in wrong, and not an error caused by Landgate, the certifying Surveyor will 

be held responsible for correction and reparations. 

5. Landgate will archive lodged DP data in an unchanged but prescribed format, 

that is, as the Surveyor lodged it. 

6. Landgate may use process automation to replace existing manual processes.  

mailto:abbey@iinet.net.au
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7. With the average age of practitioners rising, and their numbers declining, 

Licensed Surveyors may come under pressure for major practice change that 

may have negative consequences.  Surveyors need to be efficient, but not at 

the expense of the reliability of the title they provide the community. 

Licensed Surveyors are at the forefront of measurement technologies providing land 

proprietors and developers with rock-solid boundary creation and reinstatement 

services.  Use your license professionally and wisely, for with benefits come burdens. 

Colin Ship 

Chair LSLB / Committee WAIS 

Fellows Dinner: 

WAIS Secretary Eugene Browne worked with Myra Agnew, currently supporting the 

SSSI office, to organise a successful Fellows Dinner for 2015 at the UWA Club.  The 

dinner acknowledges the service of senior members of our profession – a good night  

was had by all, plus a few interesting conversations about the future following Geoff 

Bebb’s after dinner presentation entitled “Vectors, Angles, Distances and Pegs”. 

From left, fellows in attendance were: Andrew Porteous, Bob Edwards, Bob Morland, Colin Shipp, Ed 

McKinnon, Marnie Leybourne, Eugene Browne, Murray Morrison, Frank Rodda, Derek Brown, 

Graham Lodwick, Tony Snow, Selby Munsie, Peter Douglas, Richard Lewis, Max Milne, Peter 

Byrne and Geoff Bebb. 

The new Geocentric Datum of Australia  

In July 2015, WAIS found out that ANZLIC was preparing to approve the ICSM/PCG 

plan to revise Australia's geodetic datum.  The development of this plan had not 

included any engagement with the institutions representing surveying in Australia.  A 

number of issues of clear concern to our membership were identified and WAIS 

delivered the following letter to Mike Bradford, current Chair of ANZLIC, to express 

our concerns with the generally poor approach to the design and implementation of 

the plan.    
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 10 July 2015 

  

Mr Mike Bradford Brian Hill 

Chair ANZLIC President WAIS 

 

Proposed Upgrade to the Geocentric Datum of Australia (GDA) 

Dear Sir, 

The Western Australian Institution of Surveyors (WAIS) is concerned about a proposal 

before ANZLIC from the Permanent Committee on Geodesy (PCG) of ICSM to upgrade 

the Geocentric Datum of Australia (GDA).  Our concern is that the proposal, as its stands 

and with the proposed schedule, does not reflect a real need, and that its implementation 

will lead to unnecessary cost and potential confusion across the sectors of industry, 

government and the community who rely on coordinates for administration, business, 

construction, navigation and for safety of life.   

WAIS believes that the value of the PCG proposal is diminished by its lack of input from 

the parties who will have to bear the cost and consequences of its implementation.  At a 

time when both the cost of government and the cost of regulation to industry are under 

scrutiny, WAIS considers that the PCG proposal fails at both hurdles; that the value 

proposition to the Australia economy of the current proposal is negative.   

In principle, WAIS supports the modernisation of the GDA, and of the Australian Height 

Datum (AHD), two infrastructure assets that are key to the well-managed development of 

Australia.  A sensible and agreed path to the modernisation of our datums will certainly 

deliver benefits to Australian government and business.  However, WAIS believes that 

elements of the PCG proposal undermine the certainty associated with the current 

system.  Our impression is that the PCG proposal is focussed on geodetic issues of value 

to the PCG, but of limited value to our member's objectives and to the value of coordinate 

datums to the Australian economy. 

Our concerns centre on the following practical issues:  

1. Western Australia has led the country in its management of deformation within its 

jurisdiction.  While Stage 1 will improve the realisation in all states, Western 

Australia will see few significant changes.  However, WAIS does support the Stage 1 

action to produce a national coordinate set with minimal distortion, similar in 

outcome to the AGD66 and AGD84 realisations.   

2. The 2-metre shift to re-align GDA with the ITRF is considered inappropriate; WAIS 

does not support this component of Stage 1.  Unlike the 200 m shift from the 

previous AGD to GDA, many users will not be able to appreciate the difference in 

coordinate sets, opening the door to confusion and liability.  Further, the 2-metre 

shift has no real consequence for the use of coordinates within Australia; it can be 

well managed by transformation, as currently done.  The significant cost and effort 

required to transform all government and business databases and hardcopy records 
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will be borne by the states, industry and community for little or no tangible benefit.  

WAIS supports Option 3 recommended by the CRCSI; to remove the deformation in 

GDA94 while retaining its current definition. 

3. WAIS believes that the known distortion within the aging AHD should be dealt with 

at the same time.  While the AHD seems to have been ignored by the PCG, height is 

often the primary ordinate of interest for many, especially in the engineering and 

development sectors, and an agreed path to a geoid-based height datum, tightly 

bound to the GDA, should be included in this process to deliver a complete 3D 

coordinate reference system.      

4. A move to a global kinematic 3D coordinate and height datum is a likely outcome of 

modern technology.  WAIS generally supports this objective, but is concerned that 

the PCG schedule is precipitative.  A kinematic datum is a fundamental change in 

the coordinate paradigm.  It requires a significant user awareness campaign and 

facilitation of the skills, processes and technologies required to support it.  Further, 

the commercial software required to manage such coordinate databases does not 

yet exist.  WAIS is concerned the PCG/ICSM has not thought through the short-term 

consequences of their proposal to national productivity; that the science has got in 

front of practical reality.    

As the Chair of the ANZLIC, WAIS seeks your support to: 

1. Postpone the decision to accept the ICSM/PCG  proposal until appropriate 

engagement with the user community is completed, and applied to the proposal, so 

it may be generally supported by its stakeholders, and 

2. Request the ICSM produce, as an output of this consultation, a robust cost-benefit 

analysis of the needs and capabilities required to implement new Australian 

horizontal and vertical datums for an acceptable cost to the Australian economy. 

I hope you understand our concerns and are able to open up the conversation on this 

most important issue affecting our nation's geodetic infrastructure. 

Yours sincerely, 

Brian Hill 

President WAIS 

 

We understand that the letter has prompted a rethink by ANZLIC on their engagement 

model for this most significant change to the way coordinates are managed since the 

invention of digital computers.   

WAIS has just received a formal response from ANZLIC and will consider it in the 

coming weeks.  WAIS will also engage with Engineers Australia to alert them to the 

issues and potentially present a unified response to government. 

In August, WAIS also provided a detailed response to Landgate's draft Geodetic 

Strategy.  Following a subsequent meeting with Landgate, to understand their drivers 

and clarify our concerns, they remain in the process of revising and signing off the 

final document.  We will keep you advised of any issues that may arise from the final 

document.   

 

http://www0.landgate.wa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/9459/LandgateGeodeticStrategyto2020ConsultationDraft.pdf
http://www0.landgate.wa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/9459/LandgateGeodeticStrategyto2020ConsultationDraft.pdf
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WA's First Geodetic Datum and SKA 

The work to upgrade the plaque commemorating Western Australia's first geodetic 

datum continues, albeit slowly.  WAIS is working to join with the Astronomical Society 

of Australia, to finalise a plan for the installation to coincide with the start of 

construction of the Square Kilometre Array (SKA) in the Murchison region of 

Western Australia in 2018.   

Figure 2:  An artist's impression of the central element of the Square Kilometre array (SKA) in the Murchison 

 

Our objective is to install a statue at the site of the original WA geodetic datum beside 

the old Observatory near Kings Park.  The statue will reflect the skill, expertise and 

effort of the Astronomers, who observed the original datum point, and the Surveyors 

who then propagated it across Western Australia by triangulation in the south-west, or 

directly, by astro-geodetic methods in the north and east of our state where the 

triangulation network did not extend. 

To understand its capability, the SKA will soak up more data in just one day than has 

been recorded by all radio telescopes, ever!  And its processing power will be 

equivalent to 100 million PCs. 

For more information try: http://www.ska.gov.au 

WAIS Board Members for 2015/16 

President                           Don Abbey 

Past President                     Brian Hill 

Sec/Treasurer         Eugene Browne 

Vice President 1             Ray Watson 

Vice President 2         Asshe Craven 

Vice President 3             Colin Shipp 

Committee 1           Glen Morrison 

Committee 2            Alistair Millar 

Committee 3                 Alan Marsh 

Committee 4                    Mal Jones 

Committee 5               Mick Filmer 

Committee 6                  Bob Agnew 

 

http://astronomy.org.au/
http://astronomy.org.au/
http://www.ska.gov.au/

